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The marked thematic similarities between the biblical Book of Job and Bronze Horseman have led at least one Soviet critic to postulate a Joban subtext to Pushkin’s 1833 “Petersburg tale.”  Since Tarkhov’s brief but provocative 1977 article, however, the connections between the two poems have never been fully explored or elaborated.  This study will investigate the rich echoes of the Book of Job that resound within Bronze Horseman from various perspectives: Pushkin’s familiarity with and admiration for the Old Testament tale; his treatment of the Job theme in earlier creative works; an overview of the correspondences between the two texts; and finally, an analysis of the works’ central themes of Logos and verbal creation.

This comparative reading discloses deep structural and thematic parallels between the two poems, building a case for the biblical story as a direct source for Pushkin’s poetry: in both, an innocent man is seemingly punished by divine forces; he loses everything he loves and issues a verbal challenge to God; the overwhelming theophanic response results in the hero’s seeming re-submission before God.  Beyond these narrative correspondences, the Word in each text functions to create and subvert order, to bestow and undermine authority.  Reading Bronze Horseman against this proposed biblical precursor highlights various instances of Logos in Pushkin’s tale (Peter as God-like world creator; Evgenii as Job-like rebel, capable of destroying the created order by word alone).  Thus, the seemingly powerless Evgenii’s final, inarticulate words (“Uzho tebe!”) emerge as a powerful instance of anti-Logos, a performative curse potent enough to call God down from heaven.
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