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In “Letter Eleven: Friendship” (ch.12) of The Pillar and Ground of the Truth, Florensky engages the historically canonical Byzantine adelphopoesis service. The word adelphopoesis (Russian – “bratotvorenie”) translates literally as “brother-making.” An adaptation of the traditional Orthodox Christian marriage service, adelphopoesis takes place between two male monks. Florensky interprets the union as two souls indissolubly combining into one, yielding what he terms the person-dyad antinomy, which he believes is the most fundamental and indivisible element of the Church. The newly formed pair, or “community molecule,” offers a foretaste of the coming of the Kingdom of God. This paper examines the person-dyad antinomy’s Dostoevskian roots, specifically in the elder Zosima’s philosophy, and discusses the virtual disappearance of this controversial practice.  

