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The inception of Internet-based and electronic language-learning resources is still viewed negatively by some language teachers in that students can easily cheat in translations and essays by using, in the former case, machine or computer-aided translation tools or, in the latter, by copying sections of “ready-made” essays from online databases. However, put bluntly, such resources are here to stay: they will increase in their number and improve in their quality. Therefore, as language tutors, we should not look to avoid this new technology but we should embrace it and use it to facilitate and enhance learning and teaching.  


Thanks to the creation of various electronic dictionaries, corpora and other language-learning resources, we can have thousands of authentic examples in context at our fingertips. These resources can help motivate students, increase their language awareness and help them understand trends in contemporary language use. Used properly, corpora and electronic resources provide efficient ways of learning vocabulary, understanding style and syntax, and they can be used by tutors to enhance students’ translation and essay-writing skills. Moreover, in recent years, electronic corpora have been taken from the exclusive domain of computer scientists to the mainstream and can be easily modified to meet the needs of the language learner. 


In this paper, we look at the application of corpora and other electronic resources (online dictionaries, repositories of students’ essays, language-learning websites, etc.) in two areas of teaching Russian: essay/précis writing and translation from English into Russian, showing in both cases how we supplement conventional pedagogical approaches with more innovative modes of delivery. We demonstrate how we teach students to use these tools as well as presenting samples of our students’ work that showcases the positive impact that electronic resources have on various aspects of language acquisition.
