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The concepts at the base of Eurasianism, a 1920s cultural, historical, and geo-political ideology, had been debated by Russian thinkers and literary figures long before the appearance of this ideology. The Silver Age saw many literary works toying with the ideas later proclaimed in the Eurasianist manifestos, whose writers were undoubtedly aware of and influenced by this literature. It is noteworthy that at the time when the Eurasianists were publishing their scholarly inquiries abroad, there appeared literary works in the USSR that dealt with similar questions. What is remarkable is that both the Soviet writers and the exiled intellectuals came to stunningly similar answers. 

Boris Pilniak is one of the authors, whose prose touches upon many Eurasianist themes despite the lack of evident connection between him and the Eurasianist ideologues. There is only tentative evidence of Pilniak being familiar with their ideas. However, other factors may explain the connection between the Eurasianist ideas of the exiled aristocrats and the outburst of similar themes in Soviet writing. 

I hope to show that the presence of these ideas in Pilniak’s work and the similarity of his approach to that of the Eurasianists can be explained in light of the historical and socio-political events of the time. To establish the base for its argument, the paper will examine the following questions: What are the Eurasianist themes in Pilniak’s writing and how are they correlated with the Eurasianist ideology? The paper will closely analyze Pilniak’s prose, focusing on the novel Golyi God (1922), as well as some other works. It will also examine the works’ main themes, compare the ideas in Pilniak’s prose with those of the major Eurasianist thinkers, and explore the possibility of mutual or one-way influence between the Soviet writer and the exiled ideologues.

