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Dmitri Aleksandrovich Prigov writes about Pushkin often, using the name as a stand-in for literature in general, an example of a great/famous public figure, and a specter that haunts his dreams. Some of his poems approach the Pushkin myth directly or – drawing on a tradition going back at least as far as Mayakovsky -- take a statue of Pushkin as their theme. A large number of poems deal with the topic of Prigov himself vis-à-vis Pushkin: both their relationship to one another and how the outside world views that relationship. Still other poems treat Pushkin as some kind of god-like figure, complete with hints at martyrdom and super-human powers.  

Poets who want to address not Pushkin’s work but Pushkin himself have a few options. Some skirt around Pushkin, taking certain aspects of his life/being and detailing them, but leaving Pushkin per se absent. In these works, Prigov takes an opposite approach: he turns to the myth but extends the ideas that make up the myth past what is even somewhat reasonable, showing their inherent absurdity. 


However, to say that these poems, first and foremost, exist to argue against the Soviet Pushkin myth is shortsighted. During the Symbolist period, the desire to “rescue” Pushkin from mythologization was motivated, at least in part, by evidence of the commercialization of Pushkin’s image and memory during the 1899 festivities to mark the anniversary of the poet’s birth. In the late-Soviet period, there is some upswing of official Pushkin-related events and memorabilia, but the situation is ultimately different. I will argue that for Prigov, the Soviet treatment of Pushkin is interesting in its own right, and not just as a paper dragon against which to pit his own “authentic” views of Pushkin.
