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This paper will address Lyudmila Ulitskaya’s Медея и ее дети, questioning Ulitskaya’s depiction of femininity as it relates to maternity and traditional conceptions of motherhood.  Traditionally, motherhood is a role assumed upon conception with corresponding maternal feelings which are automatic and attached specifically to biological offspring. Maternal love is supposed to be all-consuming, selfless, and fierce, and the matriarch of a family is conventionally the quintessential figurehead of this love, caring for the growing brood with absorbed diligence and dedication. I will demonstrate that, in this novel, Ulitskaya strives for a reconfiguration of notions of maternity, for a re-definition or re-interrogation of motherhood as a static concept. Ulitskaya challenges prevailing social and anthropological notions of motherhood in her depiction of the Sinoply family, advancing Medea as an atypical matriarchal figure and portraying the other female characters in the family as fluidly maternal, assuming, shedding, and exchanging maternal responsibilities and identities with the fluctuation of their feelings and the passing of time.  


As part of my overall argument, the paper will also examine the character of Medea as she relates to the eponymous Euripidean character, asserting that Ulitskaya’s Medea is an example of what Alicia Ostriker called “revisionist mythmaking,” that is the appropriation and alteration of traditional mythologies and mythological characterizations for specific authorial purposes. I will show that Ulitskaya’s aggressively non-Euripidean Medea serves not only to challenge but to re-direct classical tropes of maternity, to inform antiquated conceptions with “female knowledge of female experience” (Ostriker, 318).  
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