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This paper analyzes Tolstoy's epistolary dialogue with philosopher Nikolai Strakhov, which was initially provoked by the publication of Strakhov's book The World as a Whole but eventually expanded into a more general discussion of the basic philosophical questions (or “first philosophy”). In this dialogue, Strakhov took the side of Hegelian idealism, arguing that the absolute can be grasped through infallibly valid concepts or serve as a ground of consciousness. Tolstoy, on the other hand, mounted a forceful opposition to this rationalistic philosophy, proposing instead a religious approach to epistemology, which privileged immediate self-consciousness. Tolstoy's understanding of religion as s psychological experience is reminiscent of F.D. Schleiermacher's theology, with which Tolstoy was well acquainted.  Tolstoy's debt to Schleiermacher has so far remained unacknowledged in critical literature. Teasing out the connection between Tolstoy and the father of modern Protestant theology helps accomplish two important intellectual goals: firstly, it helps elucidate Tolstoy's long-standing opposition to Hegelianism, and secondly, it helps throw in relief Tolstoy's own ambition as a theologian and a would-be reformer of Orthodoxy.    
