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Course Syllabus 
 
Textbook: В. И. Борковский, П. C. Кузнецов. Историческая грамматика русского языка.  Москва, 

1965. 
 
Practical Exercise Book:    Василенко, И. А. Историческая грамматика русского языка. Сборник 

упражнений. 
 
(The above books and many others downloadable at http://ksana-k.narod.ru/book.htm.)  
 
Articles:  
 1.  Н. C. Трубецкой. "О звуковых изменениях русского языка и распаде общерусского языкового 

единства." (trans. from German) 
 2.  H. G. Lunt. "On the Origins of Phonemic Palatalization in Slavic." 
 3.  Isačenko, A. V.  "East Slavic Morphophonemics and the Treatment of Jers in Russian."  
 
I.  Introduction  (Kuznecov 3-44) 
 A.  The study of Russian "historical grammar." 
 B.  East Slavic vs. the other branches of Slavic. 
 C.  Russian, Ukrainian, and Belorussian features. 
 D.  Use of manuscripts for phonological study. 
 
II.  Emergence of Early East Slavic from Common Slavic.  

A.  The Common Slavic and Common East Slavic sound systems. (Kuznecov 45-65; Jakobson 1929, 
Ch. III; Lunt 1956) 
B.  Early East Slavic compared to other Slavic zones. (Kuznecov 65-85) 

1.  Nasal vowels ę, ǫ 
2.  Jat' 
3.  Jers 
4.  tj, dj 
5.  Liquid combinations: *tort, *ort, *tъrt, *trъt. 

  6.  je- (Jakobson 1929, Ch IV) 
7.  -jens 
8.  Accentuation. 

C.  Earliest isoglosses within East Slavic. (Kuznecov 85-98; Filin 244-78; Jakobson, Ch. V) 
  1.  Cokan'e 

2.  g/γ 
3.  kl, gl 

 
III.  Major sound changes in the "Old Russian" or Common East Slavic Period. 

A. Jer-fall and its consequences. (Kuznecov 99-130; Trubetzkoy 1925; Isačenko 1970; Filin 210-44, 303-
31; Jakobson 1929, Ch. VI, VII, VIII.) 

 B.  e > o (Kuznecov 130-5; Filin 184-202) 
 C.  a > e  (Kuznecov 135-7; Filin 203-10) 
 D.  Jat' (ě) (Kuznecov 137-41; Filin 160-78) 
 E.  Raised ô (Kuznecov 141-3; Filin 149-60) 
 F. Vowel reduction and akan'e (Kuznecov 143-159; Filin 97-149; Jakobson, Ch. IX) 



   
 G. Hushers and c (Kuznecov 160-163) 
 H. Changes in phonemic system (Kuznecov 164-170 and Lunt 1956) 
 
IV.  Historical Morphology of Russian 
 A.  General and historical morphophonemics.  (Kuznecov 171-85) 
 B. Nominal, pronominal, adjectival declension.  (Kuznecov 186-252; Filin 357-437) 
 C.  Numerals (Kuznecov 253-65) 
 D.  The verb. (Kuznecov 266-320; Filin 437-68) 
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